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The Worlds Tribute to Pest
By M Hamilton Talbott
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bill of damages which clvlllKiv

bolt holds ngninit innnunnl
toots up Into tremendous figures annual-
ly and there in no neon In the work
mach greater than tho discovery am
universal apiillcutlon of An effectual nut
speedy method for ridding UH of them

ro and a epranng t-

ing plaguoe According to the 01

Uttrenu of of tin
Deportment of Ajtriciiturv Uttn

to pay nu 11r for the
IOMM to farm law to

This is n pretty
MIL

omnlreroua and eternally hnnxiT rill
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hill and overt rat In the Unltort States
costB tho cltlattiB at least two elute ti
day for Us keep And It to thin we odd
tho cost of maintaining nuuruntlno opnr
ntlons against it and of fighting the dis-
ease Hpriiul by It It brings the coat
to from soven to toil Bouts n day And
considering thu tact tlmt these
pr od threo or tour tines yearly with a
dozen little ones a time nnd the to
stale begins breeding nt tut4 moitns
It looks HH It the future of three
poets eonstltutoH a very grnvo problem
especially to tho farmer or from the

tows his grain DO IB pursued by
them They begin by oath e l In
the ground moat as nn appetl on soon
na the groon stalks begin to appear they
are ready for a green 1 find from
then they go on nnd put th In
car find in the shark In tho the
mow and the crib t y fallow It to the
granary the mill the olwvator and the

oar anti nil Into
of carrying v 8ieH Mr Hat oven

It from under the bibs and novj s
of tho poultry and live stock In the toed
trough and whllo vlnlttutr here he odds
a taw hones rouni poultry or pig
to his bill of fare He ateo entf nor
monK quantities of vegetables and fruits

tho more 8Ub tantldl dialing Ilko
merits Ito has a mont voraoloun
when he raids the markets butehar shops
and kltolions

those rodents for the pity dweller buts
to pay a goodly sum annually for their

Secretary Wilson of tho De-
partment of Agriculture has boon en

to ascertain the
damage done to property by Mr Rat In

of Washington and Baltimore
In tho he destroys more thou le orrtl

Imagined He attacks fonnrtattonn
end walls floods houses by nibbling
through the lend pipes burns buildings

with its sharp teeth
light wire htNitlatlons and eating
and ho destroys untold of
books and clothing Prom data procured
Secretary Wilson that the los
from rats In Washington Is about STUC-

CO a year and in Baltimore upwards of
I700CQO In the former city mrpe
Store lost by these pests from twenty to
thirty dollars a night intil n fystem of

was devised by one of the numer-
ous fraternity of rat catchers and one
hundred and forty were caught in tho
flr t twenty nights after which the
loeaoa virtually ceased

Assuming aa is probable that similar
conditions nhtaln in all large cities of
over 100000 inhabitants the damage by
hats in these centers of population en-

tails a direct loss of 20XX

OTHER countries ate troubled quite as
as we are and John Bull pays

annually a board bill for this rodent of
il

of tho Society for tho Destruction of
Vermin which Is a union of scientific or
ganisations working together for the ex
termination of rats Its president Sir
Jamea CritchonBrowne arrives at
annual cost to Great Britain by allowing

ono rat cultivated here and as-

suming that each ont does damage to the
extent of one farthing per acre this
works out on 40000000 acres of land at
the figure mentioned There fa an Island
in tho river number In England which
was once covered with rich grass sup-
porting Jn good condition all the year
round more than three thousand head of
cattle the people who for the
stock and the owners who lived by it
Tint one day about fifteen years ago
rats swam the half mile of water which
separates It from the shore nod now

Is not enough verdure on the island
to koop a rabbit and the ground has been
so furrowed by these that it cannot
bo reclaimed by cultivation-

In the Azores West Indies and Capo
Verde Islands the vat which has ap-

peared In recent years Is annually d6
straying hundreds of thousands of dol

of banana omngo and coffee
plantations

MODERN science has declared n world
on rodents calling

thorn an international not only for
their dastructlvenesg but owing to the fact
that they are ono of the liveliest and
most germ carriers pollut
ing water and dwellings there-
by tho most pernicious agent for
disseminating all manner of disease
germs in this comparable
to tho and mosquito
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Lautz of the Biological ha
made most exhaustive experiments fo
the extermination of rodents
he that put

getting rid of them The Improved mod
orn with a wire hall
bolted trigger and Mrlvaa by a eotto
spring are better than any of the

of traps especially when made o
metal for they are then lea likely t-

Rl g rb retain odors or germs A
bait to be used he bacon sausage
oatmeal roasted cheeee and sunflower o
pumpkin weds to be the beet and HI

these are very suspicious It It Mil

visable to handle both baits and HI

little aa poenlble
No ono method Is however

and only by concerted systematic nn
effort 1 It pomitbl to reduei

and keep down their uumbore The eon
of rat proof buildings U tit

olutlon for the future anti aa the uo o
earnest Increases tho rat problem do-
aroasss for thoy cannot penetrate thli
material when used In
drains ute

Sir CrltohouBrowno states that
tho expenditure for rat poison In tht
United Kingdom nmnnnts to a mllllor
anti a half dollars annually but as pole
onlng Is a method nearly always
factory and at times and

this way of destroying them It
not recommended by Uncle Sams ox
parts A German bacteriologist Prof A

in his effort to discover a moth
od for their termination la experiment-
Ing with the unique arkvme of Innoculat

rats with a highly contagious dl
cure Cult urea of are mixed
with bread and grain which when eaton
by the rodents muM a disease similar
to typhus foyer In a very mallgnanl
fonn They die In three after eon
tractlng and the epidemic spreads

aoema only to affect rodents for HI
stork and even human bln were
effected whoa with It
an Impression has Prof Neuman made
among scientists In Rnropo that some o
them have had n bill paeeed In
appropriating UTCO a year for further
experimenting along this

CONSUL SnodgntM of Kobe reports
Koch advised the c

eats as tho boat means of destroying rots
and preventing the plague the Japanese

been active In investigat-
ing the number of maintained

relative value Thu results of In-

vestigations by tho pollee shows that
there are 54 280 cats In Osaka a of
1500000 people the famllleg in Which
eats are kept numbering I822S In ad-
dition there are 0000 homeless cats

Not only Is the rat being fought but
nn active campaign Is bring curried on
against mIce and especially field tutee
which are such a menace to the farmer
In Novada the agricultural sections are
being overrun by them and every year

destroy 500000 worth of
Secretary Wilson told the writer that In
Humbolt county last year the mules

115000 acres out a total of SO
000 acres of the forage crop so that the
fields had to be and replanted
In this same section only onethird of
tho potato rrop gathered and this
portien was badly damaged Orchards
and shade trees were much Injured by
the mice girdling the bark from the roots
and base the trunks The Department
of Agriculture experts out to Ne-
vada for the purpose of showing the
ranchmen how to destroy the mice They
lined sulphate of strychnine on chopped
green alfalfa or alfalfa hay Even on
ranches where the field mice reached
the astonishing total of twenty thousand
to an acre they were exterminated at an
average cost of seventy cents an acre
Tho combined efforts of the farmers of
the valley were ultimately so successful
that they killed fortyfive thousand mice-
a day for several weeks In succession
and tho hawks owls and other birds and
animals which are appointed by nature
to do that work wore able to take core
of the remainder and prevent further
damage

OUR western states are waging war
the prairie dog which Is caus-

ing such great damage for In the state of
Texas alone they eat as much grass every
year as would feed a million nnd a half
of cattle There are estimated to be
100000000 prairie dogs In Texas an av
orago of twentyfive to the aero and 2UO
dogs will eat as much grass as n steer
Resides this the value of the land W very
much Injured by the dogs because they
dig up the roots of the grass and destroy-
It leaving the ground perfectly hart
around their holes they have
cleaned out all the vegetation In one
neighborhood they migrate to another
one and continue their work of destruc-
tion until entire township of land have
been made barren by their ravages
Toxa KanMtB Colorado and other west-
ern states have been working for years
to destroy those dogs bv means of pole
ouod The of Kama
tins appropriated 100000 A yoar for their
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1IT32IIE tire ftfc lent throe things in ouv national life that aro

paraimiaHy Intorottiug bftiabnli tlia oiroiu tlss ITbnrih of

July All throo hava n conspicuous jdnca lu thus Issue erf our Iitur

lily MAgiutina nnd you will certainly it if you do unit wuko-

plnco in your Fourth of July program for its raiidlafi And then in

addition to nil tliaia fwitttJffli you will find cm of the 1110 1

ring chapter of The Nations Pawn in this iiwuo also Not in-

tent with removing mysteriously the pnsid mtekct from tIlt

oatod situation nt Washington Mr Norton iho author removes

leis rival somehow some witty from a rnpidly moving express train

Tho Kationf Pa ii ia exceedingly busy in this installment niul

raystory o his identity grows deeper and tleepor

BOA S32 ale olroua hat an abiding placo in tha intorwt of

th poopla wa iimro with one of the vetcnm

circus mon of the country four a series of articled on various phtit jf

circus Ufo They will doal tusido facts and the writer will Ml
them as intimately as only a man for twenty years a sMiatt tl

with the circus cnn tell them llxe Literary Magazine consider it-

self fortunate in laving iiulucod Mr Willnrd D Ci xey to prejiaro-

theee stories He is known the country over us a proas nnd only

in the past year severed his active connection with big eiwuee to 1

soorotary of the Friars club in New York City a proa ng iit

club almost famous ae the Lamba club of the actor The of

his soriee of stories in this issue deals with tho of m

agent ahand of the show Othovt will tell the inside story of big cir

cu jW peiinal recollections of great show omen like Barman

Bafloy Forcpaugh the Jttnglingi and othow recall circus fak that

became famous or explain th real facts about groat circus thrillers

HP all things that have a hold upon tho American people

nothing elae grips them so firmly l Hob ll We are baseball

mud and magaaines are following the lead of newHpapors in giving

their readers endless bnsoball stories of fact tend fiction Evervhmly

who knows baseball know Billy Sunday once a star of the ilia-

mond now the saxsntion of the avRJi fflistic platform ouco a fielder

now a proachor Ho got a call years ago to quit chasing the elusive

fly nnd go to ch ising tlio dovfl He bns boon even nioro successful

in the latter pursuit than in the former stud his converts number n

hundred Uiousand or more In this issue we have an tuterviow with

Billy Sunday given while ho wns in a rainmijcent mood Al-

though ho is deadly in earnest in his ovniigolizntion he takes fehn on

his rest dray to koala hiraiolf in comploto touch with bnsoball Mr

Sunday rankos interacting comparisons bffltavaan baseball oH atnd

new in which ovary fan will be interested

FORGE l itcli puts ovor a grant lot of good fun in his dapartH-

inont this week all of it dealing with tide Fourth of July You

ought to read it as soon as the circumstances of household will

permit Also you should rend William Humiltoti Osbornes humor

oiiB tog on The Flameloas loiirtli r it ospAOfiCUj good in theso

time of tnlk of Independence day reform

T 11 linvo n great baaoball story for our next issue by HdA-

Sabin Its tha kind of A story that will itfck Isjr yoi

recall the days of your own boyhood and it lot IstfolHiK
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